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6/22/22, 4:31 PM '‘Black Widow": Florence Pugh Was 'Scared' of Her Russian Accent
Marvel fans immediately fell in love with Florence Pugh as Yelena Belova when Black Widow
premiered in July 2021. The actor was already gaining popularity from her roles in Midsommar
and Little Women, and her induction into the Marvel Cinematic Universe cemented her place
as a fan favorite. Showbiz Cheat Sheet even nominated Pugh for Best Scene-Stealer at the

Isaac Awards, but she wasn’t always confident about playing Yelena.
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‘Black Widow’ | X
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General Dreykov sent Natasha and Yelena to the Red Room for training, and they became
Black Widows. However, it wasn’t until Natasha became a fugitive following Captain America:
Civil War that she came face-to-face with her little sister again. Yelena, who had broken free of
the Red Room’s mind control, teamed up with Natasha to take down Dreykov and save all the
Black Widows. Together, they reunited with Alexei and Melina and finished their mission.
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6/22/22, 4:31 PM '‘Black Widow": Florence Pugh Was 'Scared' of Her Russian Accent
Kevin Feige told the D23 Inside Disney Podcast [via The Direct] that “Florence will have future
appearances in the MCU.” It’s likely that Florence Pugh will become the MCU’s Black Widow
and that she will be a mainstay in Marvel for years to come.

"You Got A Plan?" Clip | Marvel Studios' Black Wid...
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Florence Pugh admitted that her ‘Black Widow’ role terrified
her

A year before Marvel released Black Widow, Florence Pugh talked about becoming a part of
the MCU with Elle UK. And she described the day at San Diego Comic-Con in 2019 when

Marvel revealed the cast.
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who no one’s seen before, but they’ve read about her; | didn’t know whether people were
going to hate me. We both stood there, and | instantly had clammy, sweaty hands. Scarlett
gave me her hand, and we squeezed each other, and she also had clammy hands!”

Pugh realized, “And then | was like, ‘Oh, this never gets old. This is just as powerful [for youl],
and you’re their legend.”
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Florence Pugh was terrified of what people would think of her as Yelena Belova in Black

Widow. And she’s English in real life, so she had to develop a Russian accent for the role,
which only added another level of nerves. But its safe to say that none of that mattered
because fans adored her in the film. One of the best ways to describe Pugh in the MCU movie
is “scene-stealer.”

Black Widow & L 4
@theblackwidow - Follow

When she nailed the Super Hero pose % Experience
Marvel Studios' #BlackWidow now! Get tickets or order it.
Marvel.com/BlackWidow
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6/22/22, 4:31 PM '‘Black Widow": Florence Pugh Was 'Scared' of Her Russian Accent
The dialect coach continued, “[Pugh] also gorgeously integrated the musicality and rhythms
that | was talking about. One challenge for actors is only being able to keep the dialect
consistent when they’re speaking at one tempo, which they’ll embrace for every situation. She
succeeded in being able to keep her dialect consistent whether she was in a fast-paced,

intense, high-stakes scene or a more casual, heartfelt scene.”

“The dialect was just one of many colors and layers that comprised her character,” Nelson
concluded. “And if there was a line or word that grabbed my ear, it was too fast to be
distracting.”

Vote for the 2022 Isaac Awards here now through Sunday, March 20. Winners will be

announced on March 24.

RELATED: Scarlett Johansson Is Returning to Marvel, But Not as Black Widow
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